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ered conversing among the flowers on the wonderful ways
of Love. The Nightingale, who seems to be in charge, no-
tices that clzzet is not present in the assemblage of lovers,
and despatches the Gardener to seek and bid him come.
After some trouble, this messenger finds the poet in the
market-place of Dolour. clzzet, however, refuses the invit-
ation, as he fancies his beloved, without whom he cannot
live, will not be present. The Gardener returns and reports
his failure to the Nightingale, who then sends Mejnun, but
with no better success. The third envoy, who is Ferhad, is
able to persuade the poet to accompany him by assuring
him that his beloved will be there. They set out, but mis-
take their way, being misled by the lying inscription on a
fountain, and find themselves in a frightful valley infested
by snakes. Here Ferhad dies of sheer terror, and clzzet,
left alone, flies for refuge into what appears to be a cavern.
This turns out to be the mouth of a dragon, who swallows
the poet, but is so incommoded by his burning sighs that
he goes mad and begins to waste the land and destroy the
people. Heaven in pity determines to cast the dragon into
the flames, so he is drawn up to the Sphere of Fire, when
clzzet, conscious of the monster's impending doom, prays
for deliverance, and straightway finds himself in a garden
on the earth. Here he remains a long while in a state of
bewilderment till he is accosted by an aged man, from
whom he asks for directions as to the Garth of Love. The
elder tells him that that Garth is a phantasm, and enquires
the name of the poet's beloved. clzzet answers that his
dear one's name is Love. Then the aged man, who declares
himself Mevlana Jelal-ud-Dfn, replies that he can so far aid
his quest as to inform him that Love is only to be found
through suffering. He then disappears. After a long period
of many pains and woes, clzzet is at last conscious of the